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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for use in a distribution t e levision network to provide 
public, educational and governmental (PEG) programming, the method comprising: 

providing a PEG channel in a channel lineup for a local area; 

providing backdrop programming on the PEG channel; 

determining an availability of locally produced PEG programming; and 

responsive to determining that the locally produced PEG programming is available and 
intended for local transmission, unconditionally preempting the backdrop programming and 
providing the locally produced PEG programming on the PEG channel. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local public access to the distribution t e l e vision network. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 

programming is created via educational access to the distribution television network. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local governmental access to the distribution tel e vision network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the distribution television 
network encompasses a plurality of local areas, wherein (PEG) programming is provided on the 
PEG channel to the local area, and wherein the backdrop programming is provided on PEG 
channels for multiple local areas. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the distribution t e l e vision 
network includes a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD platform including a library of 
locally produced PEG programming, tiie method fiirther comprising: 
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providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the VOD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by an end user a 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the distribution tolovioion 
network includes a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD platform including a library of 
locally produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by the end user a 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a distribution tolovioion network to provide 
public, educational and governmental (PEG) programming, the method comprising: 

providing a PEG channel in the channel lineup for each local area; 

providing backdrop programming on each PEG channel; 

for each local area having a PEG channel, determining an availability of locally produced 
PEG programming; and 

responsive to determining that the locally produced PEG programming is available and 
intended for local transmission in a particular local area having the PEG chaimel, unconditionally 
preempting the backdrop programming and providing the locally produced PEG programming 
on the PEG channel in the particular local area. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local public access to the distribution television network. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via educational access to the distribution television network. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local governmental access to the distribution t e levision network. 
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1 2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 wherein the backdrop programming is 
provided on PEG channels for multiple local areas. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the distribution television 
network includes a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD platform including a library of 
locally produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the VOD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by an end user a 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the distribution tel e vision 
network includes a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD platform including a library of 
locally produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming is selectable by an end user a subscriber . 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for signal distribution in a distribution t e levision 
network comprising: 

an interface that is configured to receive backdrop programming from a first source and 
to receive locally produced content from a second source; and 

a processing module configured to be connected to the interface and configured to 
perform: 

providing a channel in a channel lineup for a local area; 

providing the backdrop programming on the channel from the first source; 

determining an availability of the locally produced content from the second 
source; and 

responsive to determining that the locally produced content is available and 
intended for local transmission, unconditionally preempting the backdrop programming 
and providing the locally produced content on the chaimel. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein: 

the interface is configured to connect to a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD 
platform including a library of locally produced programming; and 

the processing module is fiirther configxured to perform: 

providing locally produced programming on demand with the VOD platform, the 
locally produced programming on demand being selectable by an end user a subscriber . 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein: 

the interface is configured to cormect to a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD 
platform including a library of locally produced PEG programming; and 

the processing module is further configured to perform: 

providing the locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD 
platform, the locally produced PEG programming on demand being selectable by an end 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) A method for use in a distribution tolovision network, the method 
comprising: 

providing a channel in a chaimel lineup for a local area; 

providing backdrop programming on the channel; 

determining an availability of locally produced programming; and 

responsive to determining that the locally produced programming is available and 
intended for local transmission, unconditionally preempting the backdrop programming and 
providing the locally produced programming on the chaimel. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a distribution t e l e vision network, the method 
comprising: 



5 



Amendment Dated 05/05/2010 
Response to Office Action Dated 03/05/2010 

providing a channel in the channel lineup for each local area; 
providing backdrop programming on each charmel; 

for each local area having a channel, determining an availability of locally produced 
programming; and 

responsive to determining that the locally produced programming is available and 
intended for local transmission in a particular local area having the channel, unconditionally 
preempting the backdrop programming and providing the locally produced programming on the 
channel in the particular local area. 
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